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Franz Kafka
(1883 - 1924)

Biography:

ranz Kafka was born on July 3, 1883, the eldest of six children of a middle-class
Fmerchant. He grew up as a member of a minority (the Jewish community) within a

minority (the German-speaking population) at a time when there was little or no
communication between the two groups or with the mainly Czech-speaking citizens of
Prague. Even though Kafka acquired a thorough knowledge of Czech and a deep
understanding of its literature early in his life, he was not accepted. This alienation (the state
of being rejected or turned away) was reflected in his writing, most notably in the
protagonists (main characters) of his stories, who were for the most part outcasts constantly
asking, "Where do I belong?" or "Where does man belong?"

An even greater source of frustration for Kafka was his domineering father, a successful
businessman who was a powerful, imposing (impressive) man. Conflict with his father
overshadowed Kafka's childhood and youth. It was from his mother that he inherited his
sensitive and dreamy qualities. In his literary works, Kafka transformed this total lack of
communication into the relationship between authority figures and man.
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Even as a youngster Kafka must have wanted to write. For his parents' birthdays he would
compose little plays, which were performed at home by his three younger sisters, while he
himself acted as stage manager. He was also an avid reader. Kafka attended a German
grammar school from 1893 to 1901, and the Karl Ferdinand University of Prague from 1901 to
1906. He started out studying German literature but changed to the study of law in his
second semester. In June 1906, he graduated with a degree of doctor of jurisprudence (the
science of law).

In October 1906, Kafka began his practice of law. In early 1908, he joined the staff of the
Workmen's Compensation Division of the Austrian government, a post he held until his
retirement for reasons of ill health in July 1922. Here he came to know the suffering of the
underprivileged workmen and wrote his first published works, "Conversation with a Beggar"
and "Conversation with a Drunkard," which were published in 1909. Kafka's first collection of
stories was published in 1913 under the title Contemplation. These sketches are polished, light
impressions based on observations of life in and around Prague.

In September 1912, Kafka composed the story "The Verdict" in a single night. The story
contains all the elements normally associated with Kafka's world, the most disorderly
universe ever presented by a major artist. In "The Verdict" a bedridden authoritarian
(domineering) father passes judgment on his conscientious (highly principled) but guilt-
haunted son. His next work, completed in May 1913, was the story "The Stoker," later
incorporated in his novel Amerika and awarded the Fontane Prize in 1915, his first public
recognition.

The year 1913, saw the publication of Kafka's best-known story, The Metamorphosis. For the
reader, Kafka creates a world of psychotic delusion (absurd and extreme mental perception
not based on reality) by means of an outrageous event: "When Gregor Samsa woke one
morning from restless dreams, he found himself transformed in his bed into a monstrous
insect." In spite of Gregor's gallant efforts to master his new situation, he dies.

In 1914, Katka published a novella (short novel), In the Penal Colony. Several stories were
published in 1919 in a collection dedicated to his father and entitled The Country Doctor. His
story "The Hunger Artist" was published the following year, and a collection of four stories
was published in 1923. Again, as in The Metamorphosis, it is the outsiders (outcasts of society),
however sensitive and gifted, who fall into psychotic delusions —not the healthy realists, who
always seem to survive the struggle for existence.

One of Kafka's most important writings is the one-hundred-page letter to his father. Written

in November 1919, it is an attempt to explain his conscience (one's own ideals and sense of
wrong or right) to his father and to declare his final independence from his father's authority.
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Kafka's three great novel fragments, Amerika, The Trial, and The Castle, might have been lost
to the world altogether had it not been for the courage of his friend Max Brod (1884-1968).
Editing them after Kafka's death, Brod ignored his friend's request to destroy all of his
unpublished manuscripts.

In The Trial, published in 1925, a man is arrested and convicted by a mysterious court. He
tries to learn the nature of the guilt he feels, and the nature of the court, but he fails. He dies
in ignorance. The Castle, published in 1926, presents a newcomer's futile (having no useful
result) struggle to win acceptance and enter a castle in which an unknown supreme authority
resides. Amerika is about the adventures of a teenage European immigrant in America.

During the years 1920 to 1922, Kafka's health was badly threatened, and he was forced to
take sick leave. Kafka left Prague at the end of July 1923 and moved to Berlin-Steglitz, where
he wrote his last, comparatively happy story, "The Little Woman." He returned to Prague three
months before his death on June 3, 1924.

Franz Kafka is regarded as one of the major literary figures of the twentieth century. His
works present a world that is both realistic and dreamlike. Individuals in it struggle with
guilt, isolation, and fear. Kafka once said that all of his stories were intended to convey the
message that “the incomprehensible [that which cannot be understood by the intellect]
cannot be comprehended” .1

! “Branz Kafka Biography”, Notable Biographies, www.notablebiographies.com/Jo-Ki/Kafka-Franz.html
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Some Selected Materials available at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Works by the Author

Printed Books:

Kafka, Franz. Amerika: Roman. Stiddeutsche Zeitung. Bibliothek 36. Munich: Stiddeutsche
Zeitung GmbH, 2004.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118a (E)

Kafka, Franz. Amerika: The Man Who Disappeared. Translated by Michael Hofmann.
Penguin Classics. London: Penguin, 1996.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118a (E)

Kafka, Franz. Brief an den Vater: Fassung der Handschrift. Notes by Roger Hermes. 5t ed.
Frankfurt: Fischer Taschenbuch, 2003.
BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118bri 2003 (E)

Kafka, Franz. Cartas a Milena, carta al padre. Translated by Elena Cortada de la Rosa.
Presented by Francesc LI. Cardona. Coleccion Cultura. Barcelona: Edicomunicacién, 1999.
BA Call Number: 836.912 K118 (E)

Kafka, Franz. The Castle. Translated by Willa Muir and Edwin Muir. Definitive ed. New
York, NY: Schocken Books, 1974.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118cast 1974 (E)

Kafka, Franz. The Complete Novels. Translated by Willa Muir and Edwin Muir. [London]:
Vintage, [1999].
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118c (E)

Kafka, Franz. The Complete Stories. Edited by Nahum N. Glatzer. New York, NY: Schocken
Books, 1971.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118co (E)

Kafka, Franz. Das Schloss: Roman: Munchen, 1926. Bibliothek der Erstausgaben 2663.
Munich: DeutscherTaschenbuch, 2005.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118s 2005 (E)

Kafka, Franz. Das Urteil und andere Erzahlungen. Illustrated by Hannes Binder. Reihe
Hanser. Munich: Deutscher Taschenbuch, 2001.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118u 2001 (E)
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Kafka, Franz. Der Procef3: Roman. Fischer Taschenbuch 17354. Frankfurt: Fischer
Taschenbuch, 2007.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118proc 2007 (E)

Kafka, Franz. Description d"'un combat, (suivi de) Les recherches d"un chien. Translated by
Claude David. Foreword by Pietro Citati. Folio bilingue 119. Paris: Gallimard, 2004.
BA Call Number: BnF 286973 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. The Diaries of Franz Kafka, 1914-1923. Edited by Max Brod. Translated by
Martin Greenberg and Hannah Arendt. New York, NY: Schocken Books, 1948.
BA Call Number: 838.91203 K118 (E)

Kafka, Franz. The Great Wall of China and Other Short Works. Penguin Modern Classics.
London: Penguin Books, 1991.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118g (E)

Kafka, Franz. Ein Landarzt: Und andere Erzahlungen. Translated by Claude David. Folio
Bilingue 56. [Paris]: Gallimard, 1996.
BA Call Number: BnF 402398 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. El Castillo. Obras maestras de la literatura contemporanea 54. Barcelona:
Editorial Seix BArral, 1984.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118cas (E)

Kafka, Franz. Journal. Translated by Marthe Robert. Le Livre de poche 3001. Paris: Librairie
generale francaise, 2002.
BA Call Number: BnF 389668 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. La métamorphose. Translated by Claude David. Texte et dossier. Bibliotheque
Gallimard 128. Paris: Gallimard, 2004.
BA Call Number: BnF 806546 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. La metamorphosis. 18th ed. Biblioteca fundamental de nuestro tiempo 6.
Madrid: Alianza Editorial, 1984.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118v 1984 (E)

Kafka, Franz. La muraille de Chine: Et autres récits. Translated by Marc de Launay.
Collection Corps 16. Paris: Findakly, 1999.
BA Call Number: BnF 748475 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. Le chateau. Translated by Bernard Lortholary. Nouv. ed. La salamander.
[Paris]: Impr. Nationale, 1995.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118cha 1995 (E)
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Kafka, Franz. Le procés. Translated by Bernard Lortholary. Corps 20. Paris: Grand Caractere,
2004.
BA Call Number: BnF 238186 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. Le terrier. Translated by Dominique Miermont. Illustrated by Marc Lizano.
La petite collection 385. Paris: Mille et Une Nuits, 2002.
BA Call Number: BnF 464321 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. Le verdict. Translated by Pierre Klossowski and Pierre Leyris. Le temps des
signes 5. Lectoure: Le Capucin, 2003.
BA Call Number: BnF 291439 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. Lettre au peére. Translated by Marthe Robert. Folio 2. [Paris]: Gallimard, 2001.
BA Call Number: BnF 297030 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. Obras completas. Translated by Miguel Sdenz, Joan Parra and Juan José del
Solar. [Barcelona]: RBA Coleccionables, 2004.
BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118o (E)

Kafka, Franz. Réflexions sur le péché, la souffrance, I’espérance et le vrai chemin.
Translated by Bernard Pautrat. Rivages poche. Petite bibliotheque 334. Paris: Payot and
Rivages, 2001.

BA Call Number: BnF 389258 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Kafka, Franz. Samtliche Erzahlungen. Edited by Paul Raabe. Fischer Taschenbticher 1078.
Frankfurt: Fischer Taschenbuch, [1970].
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118sa (E)

Kafka, Franz. The Metamorphosis. Translated by A. L. Lloyd. London: The Parton Press,
1937.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118m (B2 -- Special Collections -- Hamed Said)

Kafka, Franz. The Trial. Translated by Willa Muir and Edwin Muir. Introduction by George
Steiner. Everyman’s Library 75. London: David Campbell, 1999.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118t (E)
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BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118a (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/ mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:104079
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BA Call Number: 833.912 K118am (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:118277
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BA Call Number: 836.912 (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:7812
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BA Call Number: 833.912 K118f 2017 (E)
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BA Call Number: 833.912 (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:5825
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BA Call Number: 836.912 K118r (E)

Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-]Job:139067
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BA Call Number: 833.912 K118q (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.isf?PID=DAF-]Job:107646
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Works about the Author:

Books:

Albéres, R. M., and Pierre de Boisdeffre. Kafka: The Torment of Man. Translated by Wade
Baskin. Introduction by Margaret C. O'Riley. New York, NY: Philosophical Library, 1968.
BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118a (E)

Bancaud, Florence. Le “Journal” de Franz Kafka ou L'écriture en proces. CNRS littérature.
Paris: CNRS, 2001.
BA Call Number: BnF 236494 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Brod, Max. Franz Kafka: Souvenirs et documents. Translated by Hélene Zylberberg.
Collection Idées 12. Paris: Gallimard, 1945.
BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118b 1945 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)

Dodd, William J., ed. Kafka: The Metamorphosis, The Trial, and The Castle. Modern
Literatures in Perspective. London: Longman, 1995.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K (E)

Gaxie, Jean-Pierre. L’Egypte de Franz Kafka: Une relecture. [Paris]: M. Nadeau, 2002.
BA Call Number: BnF 857070 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Gray, Ronald D. Franz Kafka. Companion Studies. Major EuropeanAuthors. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1975.
BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118g 1975 (E)

Jaffe, Adrian H. The Process of Kafka's Trial. [East Lansing]: Michigan State University
Press, 1967.
BA Call Number: 833.912 ]J232 (E)

Koch, Hans-Gerd, ed. J’ai connu Kafka. Translated by Francois-Guillaume. Lorrain Archives
Privées. Arles: Solin-Actes Sud, 1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 300083 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Laurans, Jacques. L’'ombre pensive de Franz Kafka. Collection Esthétique. Lecques: Théétete,
2001.
BA Call Number: BnF 857830 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Lemaire, Gérard-Georges. Franz Kafka a Prague. Photographs by Hélene Moulonguet. Les
promenades. Paris: Chéne, 2002.
BA Call Number: BnF 324475 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)
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Lowy, Michael. Franz Kafka, réveur insoumis. Un ordre d’idées. Paris: Stock, 2004.
BA Call Number: BnF 544522 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Michel, Christian. La métamorphose, Franz Kafka. Univers des lettres Bordas. Oeuvre au
clair 22. Paris: Bordas, 2004.
BA Call Number: 833.912 K118mi (B1 -- BnF Collection)

Pawel, Ernst. Franz Kafka: Ou Le cauchemar de la raison: Biographie. Translated by Michel
Chion and Jean Guiloineau. Points 192. Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1996.
BA Call Number: BnF 401615 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Tauber, Herbert. Franz Kafka: An Interpretation of His Works. Translated by G.
Humphreys Roberts and Roger Senhouse. London: Secker & Warburg, 1948.
BA Call Number: 833.912 T222 (B2 -- Special Collection -- Closed Stacks)

Teichmuller, Josée. Version T ou Une fin pour “Le Chateau” de Franz Kafka. Afterword by
Jean Audouard. Illustrated by Josée Teichmuller. Collection Fiction et témoignage. Paris:
Janus, 1997.

BA Call Number: BnF 699095 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Thiebaut, Claude. Les métamorphoses de Franz Kafka. Découvertes Gallimard. Littérature
305. [Paris]: Gallimard, 1996.
BA Call Number: BnF 359832 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Van Camp, Hélene. En deuil de Franz Kafka. La philosophie en commun. Paris: 'Harmattan,
1996.
BA Call Number: BnF 722622 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Zischler, Hanns. Kafka va au cinéma. Translated by Olivier Mannoni. Paris: Cahiers du
cinéma, [1996].
BA Call Number: 791.43657 K118z (B1 -- BnF Collection)
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BA Call Number: 838.912 K118o0 (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:259077
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BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118g (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:74943
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BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118 (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/ mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:76405
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BA Call Number: 838.91209 C221 (E)
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BA Call Number: 838.91209 K118m (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=D AF-]ob:75050
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E-Books:

Biderman, Shai, and Ido Lewit, eds. Mediamorphosis: Kafka and the Moving Image.
London: Wallflower Press, [2016]. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Blum, Mark E. Kafka's Social Discourse: An Aesthetic Search for Community. Bethlehem,
PA: Lehigh University Press, 2011. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Cools, Arthur, and Vivian Liska, eds. Kafka and the Universal. Interdisciplinary German
Cultural Studies 21. Berlin: De Gruyter, [2016]. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Corngold, Stanley. Franz Kafka: The Necessity of Form. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University
Press, 1988. e-book. JSTOR (database). ITHACA.

Duttlinger, Carolin. Kafka and Photography. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. e-book.
Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Friedlander, Saul. Franz Kafka: The Poet of Shame and Guilt. Jewish Lives. New Haven,
CT: Yale University Press, 2013. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Robertson, Ritchie. Kafka: A Very Short Introduction. Very Short Introductions. Oxford
University Press, 2004. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Struc, Roman, and John Yardley, eds. Franz Kafka (1883-1983): His Craft and Thought.
Essays by Charles Bernheimer et al. Waterloo, ON: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 1986. e-
book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Suchoff, David. Kafka's Jewish Languages: The Hidden Openness of Tradition. Haney
Foundation. Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012. e-book. Ebook Central
(database). ProQuest.

Wagenbach, Klaus. Kafka: A Life in Prague. Translated by Ewald Osers and Peter Lewis.

Armchair Travellers. 2nd ed. London: Haus Publishing, [2011]. e-book. eBook Collection
(database). EBSCOhost.
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Theses:

Bauman, Matthew R. K. Stays in the Picture: Filming the Novels of Franz Kafka. Master’s
thesis. University of Cincinnati, 2012. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database).
ProQuest.

Bruce, Iris Monika. A Life of Metamorphosis: Franz Kafka and the Jewish Tradition. PhD
diss. University of Toronto, 1990. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database).
ProQuest.

Burrow, Steele D. Risk and Insurance in the Writings of Franz Kafka. PhD diss. University
of California, 1994. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Coombs, Timothy. Critical Conditions: This Signature of the Wound in Franz Kafka's
Shorter Fiction. PhD diss. University of Washington, 2014. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations
and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Densky, Doreen. Literary Advocates: The Rhetoric and Poetics of Speaking-for in Franz
Kafka. PhD diss. The Johns Hopkins University, 2013. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and
Theses (database). ProQuest.

Hahn, Hannelore. The Influence of Franz Kafka on Three Novels by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez. PhD diss. Columbia University, 1992. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(database). ProQuest.

Heinemann, Richard Alan. The Bureaucratic Muse: Franz Kafka and the Relation of Art
and Life. PhD diss. The University of Chicago, 1992. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and
Theses (database). ProQuest.

Huffmaster, Michael Eugene. Reading Kafka's Mind: Categories, Schemas, Metaphors. PhD
diss. University of California-Berkeley, 2010. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(database). ProQuest.

Inbal, Dalia. A Handful of World: The Figure of the Hand in Franz Kafka's Writings. PhD
diss. Columbia University, 2016. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database).
ProQuest.

Livi, Marcella. Walking in Kafka's Space Boots: Questions of Mobility and Stability in

Kafka's Literary Landscapes. PhD diss. University of California-Davis, 2012. e-thesis.
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.
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Pehar, Lara. Kafka: A Blueprint of Desire. PhD diss. University of Toronto, 2017. e-thesis.
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Roesch, Ulrike M. C. On Edge with Franz Kafka's Short Prose: Exposing the Dynamic
Movement between Text and Reader. PhD diss. University of California, 2000. e-thesis.
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Rubin, Abraham. Kafka’s German-Jewish Reception as Mirror of Modernity. PhD diss. City
University of New York, 2014. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database).
ProQuest.

Schonberg, Sophie-Marie. Kafka's Animots: Challenging Anthropocentrism. Master’s thesis.
McGill University, 2018. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Schuman, Rebecca. In der Sprachkolonie: Franz Kafka's World and the Limits of Language.
PhD diss. University of California-Irvine, 2010. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(database). ProQuest.

Spokiene, Diana. On Modal Particles in Franz Kafka's Story “The Metamorphosis’. PhD
diss. University of New Brunswick, 1997. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(database). ProQuest.

Straub, James Paul. Time, History, and the Un-Writing of the Novel in Kafka's The Castle.
Master’s thesis. University of California-Davis, 2016. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and
Theses (database). ProQuest.

Swanson, Christina Marie. Narrative Temporality and the Aspect of Time in Franz Kafka's
Short Fiction. PhD diss. University of California-Irvine, 1999. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations
and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Tuckerova, Veronika. Reading Kafka in Prague: The Reception of Franz Kafka between the
East and the West during the Cold War. PhD diss. Columbia University, 2012. e-thesis.
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Toth, Adam ]. Performing the Letter of the Law: The Role of Orientalist Race Theory in
Kafka's Writings. PhD diss. The Pennsylvania State University, 2017. e-thesis. ProQuest
Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Werbeck, Kai-Uwe. The Interface as Door: On the Problem of Access to the Image in
Kafka's “Das Schlof3” and Interactive Media. Master’s thesis. The University of North
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